 
In a recent conversation with Marita, I had noted my impression that there was no longer any focal point within the Federal Government that could or would listen to advocacy agencies like Telecommunities Canada.  So, lately, I’ve been looking for ways to confirm that impression and to see who else shares that concern.

OpenMedia did an impressive job of coalition building with the Affordable Internet Day of Action.  The participants were a checklist of Affordable Access advocacy agencies in Canada, (32 of them including us).    
https://www.affordable-internet.ca/index.html#section-participants.

In the Toronto sessions, I asked one question:
Since Toronto once owned its own BB network and sold it, what has made for this shift in policy focus?

The session chair didn’t ask my question, and it wasn’t clear to me what she was using to see questions.  One person “liked” my question, although I didn’t think to click on the like to see who it was until the zoom mtg ended and it was too late.  The Toronto Council’s action Report I noted in my March 16th email makes it clear that the municipal network is an active part of a municipal poverty strategy, not an overall development strategy like the now abandoned Waterfront Toronto and Alphabet’s Sidewalk Labs’ plan to renovate the city’s Eastern Waterfront using information technologies.

Bridging the digital divide is now a key principle of Toronto’s Poverty Reduction Strategy. Report for Action: Affordable Internet Connectivity for All - ConnectTO - January 13, 2021, To: Executive Committee From: Chief Technology Officer
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2021/ex/bgrd/backgroundfile-159927.pdf

Yesterday in the People and Prosperity: Planning for Canadian Growth webcast, presented by The Globe and Mail in partnership with Century Initiative, I asked a question that the moderator actually put to the panel.  

“There have been several mentions of connectivity, of accessible Internet, as critical infrastructure.  But Canada’s official telecommunications policy has been and still is ‘market-based.’  Do we need a change of national policy to achieve accessible Internet?”

Goldy Hyder, President and CEO of the Business Council of Canada, saw Canada as “a large land where investment will follow demand.  So, corporations, governments and telecommunications companies will have to work together, in partnership for the long haul.”

Karim Bardeesy, Executive Director of the Ryerson Leadership Lab, saw the need to address the digital divide in terms of a right and a public good.  He noted, “There is a digital divide in cities, but it’s not on the radar of many Canadian citizens because of the quality of their connectivity.”

In summary, re my original question, there does seem to be a growing awareness that Canada’s approaches to connectivity needs to refocus towards the public interest:

· In the Affordable Internet Day of Action, Michael Geist’s presentation title was a good summary of what was covered overall - Regulatory Capture / Government Inattention.

· In the Globe and Mail’s People and Prosperity webinar, there was a emphasis on “partnerships,” meaning governments, corporations and the telecommunications industry working collaboratively (… meaning that governments subsidize corporate social responsibility?).  Partnerships isn’t a word that reframes the narratives to an individual or community point of view.  It still defines the individual as a consumer of services not as a citizen with a right to connectivity as a public good.  But there was also a number of panelists noting that affordability and local capacity for use are different issues than access to infrastructure as technology.


